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Be Faithful, Beware Complacency 

2 Kings 18:1-7 | 28 June 2026 | Rev David Gwee 
 
1. Breaking Generational Patterns 

Faithfulness to God is a deeply personal decision and direction, and 
it "does not depend on one’s predecessors, or even parents" (e.g., 
godly Jotham led to ungodly Ahaz, who led to godly Hezekiah). 

 
• Discussion: How does this truth both encourage and challenge 

us? How can we take personal responsibility for our own 
relationship with God, regardless of our family background or 
past environments? 

 
2. Identifying Our "Bronze Serpents" 

The bronze serpent was originally a tool for healing, but over time 
the Israelites turned it into an idol (Nehushtan). We must be wary 
about letting symbols of God—or things that started out good—
replace God Himself. 

 
• Discussion: What are some "bronze serpents" in our lives today? 

What are some good gifts, habits, or traditions that can easily 
absorb our focus and inadvertently become objects of worship or 
misplaced trust instead of pointing us back to Christ? 

 
3. The Danger of Compromise 

Hezekiah tried to buy his way out of trouble by raiding the temple 
treasuries to pay off King Sennacherib, only for the Assyrians to 
return with even greater threats. Today, there are some common 
modern excuses for compromise, such as "Everybody does it" or "It's 
just a small thing." 
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• Discussion: Why is it so tempting to make deals or compromises 
with wrongdoing when we are under pressure? Share a time 
when compromising a boundary made a problem worse rather 
than solving it, and how we can guard ourselves against these 
subtle justifications. 

 
4. Handling God's Blessings with Humility 

When the Babylonian envoys visited, Hezekiah showed off all his 
treasures, showcasing the blessings rather than honouring the One 
who gave them. Later, his response to the prophecy of future 
judgment suggested a degree of complacency ("At least there will be 
peace and security during my lifetime"). 

 
• Discussion: How can we celebrate and enjoy the blessings God 

gives us without crossing the line into bragging or self-
sufficiency? When we look at Hezekiah's mixed legacy at the end 
of his life, what safeguards can we put in place to ensure we 
finish our own faith journeys well? 


